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Happisburgh in the Deep Past

The different types of animal and plant remains show the 
regional vegetation consisted of coniferous forest and the 
local vegetation was a mix of wetland habitats, grassland and 
alder. The climate was cooler than today, with summers 16 to 
18oC and winters -3 to 0oC
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The sediments indicate that 
the site was at the edge of a 
river near the estuary
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Cores, flakes and flake tools 
were brought to the site and 
used by humans, possibly to 
butcher animals for food
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This diagram shows how all 
this information fits together 
to show how the site changed 
through time

This poster shows how we 
build a picture of 
Happisburgh in the deep 
past. The excavations at 
Happisburgh Site 3 suggest 
that humans lived in the 
area either 850,000 or 
950,000 years ago. 
Everything in this illustration 
(with one exception) is 
based on evidence found at 
the site. The exception is the 
spears – wooden objects 
rarely survive in the 
archaeological record. 
However, it is likely that 
early humans used a whole 
range of materials. 
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